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AMERICA 

THE BEAUTIFUL 
 

 I don’t know if this wonderful song 

is still taught in schools, but most of us are 

familiar with it. But did you know that it 

was inspired from the view on top of Pikes 

Peak, CO. Katharine Lee Bates, a poet who 

taught English at Colorado College in 

Colorado Springs wrote the lyrics in 1893. 

  

She stated, “One day some of the other 

teachers and I decided to go on a trip to 

14,000 foot Pikes Peak. We hired a prairie 

wagon. Near the top we had to leave the 

wagon and go the rest of the way on mules. 

I was very tired. But when I saw the view, I 

felt great joy. All the wonder of America 

seemed displayed there, with the sea-like 

expanse.” 

  

 Later in her hotel room, she wrote 

down the words to a poem that was first 

published with the titled, Pikes Peak. It 

appeared in the Independence Day issue of 

her church periodical, The Congrega-

tionalist in 1895.  

  

 Various music was adapted to the 

poem but the version we know best was 

composed by a church organist and 

choirmaster, Samuel A. Ward in 1882. His 

music was combined with the poem and 

published in 1910 as America The 

Beautiful. 

 

Letter From the Rector 

 
Dear Friends, 

 

July has arrived and I find that after the 4th of July 

summer flies by.  I know teachers and students, at least 

share that feeling.  For ECLC July means time for the 

Christmas in July sale.  This year we have an even larger 

selection of items for the garage sale and boutique than 

usual.  Bettye McGinness has been hard at work making 

toffee.  She is getting close to her goal of 75 slabs.  I 

hope others of you are baking.  Baked goods are always 

a big seller.  Remember there is a freezer in the 

undercroft that you can use to keep your items for the 

bake sale, if you are cooking ahead of the sale.  Also, 

please remember that everyone is needed on sale day.  

We need help for all jobs, setting up, taking down, 

cashiers, etc.  July 20th we need all hands on deck.  

Please, invite your friends to attend the sale. 

 

August does have events also.  August 17th, we will have 

the Ice Cream social at the home of Lou & Doug 

McCloud.  The homemade ice cream was delicious last 

summer, as it will be this summer.  We will be looking 

for people willing to make ice cream for that event, so 

get out your ice cream freezers and your recipes. 

 

Our annual pet blessing will be held August 24th in the 

Holy Mount memorial garden.  Please, bring your pets 

of any size or shape.  That event always makes for an 

enjoyable morning. 

Enjoy your 4th of July! 

 

Yours in Christ, 

 

Judy 
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Prayers in Congress 

 
 Both the U.S. Senate and House have 

Chaplains who are elected to two year terms and 

open the sessions with a prayer. The practice goes 

back to our colonial period and Samuel Adams 

appointed an Anglica priest, Rev. Jacob Duche to 

read the service (from the Church of England) and 

to lead a prayer prior to debates. Although the 

appointment of chaplains began in 1788, an opening 

prayer was not made an official duty of the 

chaplains until 1789. The daily prayer became a 

part of the Congressional Record in 1914. 

  

 The chaplains have a Ministry of Outreach 

with specific elements or duties including bringing 

a dimension of faith to events, giving praise and 

thanks to God/the nation/leaders/citizens; offer 

counseling; assist guest chaplains; receive other 

religious leaders; develop interfaith dialogue, etc. 

Although chaplains have all been Christian, guest 

chaplains have included other religions such as 

Judaism and Islam. 

  

 The current House Chaplain is Fr. Patrick J. 

Conroy, the first Jesuit priest to hold the position. 

He was sworn in May 25, 2011 and continues to 

this day. In the Senate, the current Chaplain is Barry 

C. Black, who is the first African American and the 

first Seventh-Day Adventist to hold the post. He is 

the 62nd Chaplain for the Senate and started in 2003. 

  

 Not surprisingly, there has been a 

controversy about having chaplains in Congress and 

having them open the sessions with a prayer. The 

first challenge came in 1857. The Supreme Court 

upheld the practice in 1983, stating, “(the custom) is 

deeply embedded in the history and tradition of this 

country.” 

 

 The picture is of a stained glass window is 

in the Capitol Prayer Room and depicts George 

Washington at prayer. 

 

***** 

 

 

 

 
***** 

COMMUNITY SUPPER 
Everyone enjoyed the June Community Supper! 

The hamburgers were huge (!) and tasted delicious, 

as did all the sides. Here are some photos from the 

event which was sponsored by the Vestry. 

 

 
 

 

 



 3

 

 
 

As always, the suppers would not be a success 

without all our wonderful volunteers! Thank you for 

your willingness to serve … and enjoy good food! 

***** 

Our Youth (Forever) Choir! 

 
This photo was taken after one of our practices. We 

are always happy to have new members join us, 

even if only for an occasional day. We have a 

wonderful director, Sam, and a multi-talented 

accompanist, Marilyn. We welcome anyone who 

enjoys singing and encourage our summer members 

to come join us! Practice is on Thursday evenings at 

6:30 p.m. and we sing at the 10:30 service at Holy 

Mount. 

***** 

Who’s the New Truck Driver? 
Anyone recognize her? 

 

 
***** 
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We All Love New Faces at Church! 

 
 Give a hearty welcome to newcomers, 

Marie, Tiernan, and Rohan McWilliams who attend 

the 8:00 a.m. service at Holy Mount 

 

 

And, We Love Masked Faces Too! 

 
Alan must have left his mask at home. 

***** 

Have You Ever Admired and 

Wondered About the Silver Cross? 
 

 The unique silver cross that hangs behind 

the organ at Holy Mount was given in memory of 

Mark McGinness, Bettye’s son. The cross was 

made by Thom Wheeler. An article about the artist 

appeared in the October 2007, Taos Magazine. The 

article described Wheeler’s work as “art that springs 

from a joy of living and an unflinching optimism.”  

 

 
 

 Thom created sculptures, paintings, and 

metal work he called “wall jewelry.” Thom moved 

to New Mexico from Texas in 1985 and 

incorporated New Mexican themes and customs 

into his art. The article stated that “If his sculpture 

tends toward painting, his painting tends toward 

sculpture.” He found a brush to be an alienating 

experience and instead, used a palette knife that 

“was akin to his texturing of metal.” 
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 More from the article: “In Wheeler’s 

ceaselessly creative mind there is continuity 

between art and life, and between the eternal and 

the mundane.” And, “Wheeler stands in awe of a 

bolt of lightning that looks like a cross. His visual 

intelligence tweaks, twists and reshapes in order to 

explore the endless variety and plasticity of any one 

motif.” His “variations on the cross are paralleled in 

his visual musings in black and white.” 

 

 

Church Publishing Calendar Cartoon 

for July 
 

 
 


